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XWY  l A k` r` m y 
 

 

 
Dear Parents, Children  

and Friends 
New Zealand Sri Lanka Buddhist Trust 

(NZSLBT) pleased to re-commence 

publishing this e-News Letter after a brief 

lapse bringing you the news of your Temple, 

Sri Lankaramaya. The intention is to 

UPDATE you with religious, cultural, social 

and environmental programs undertaken by 

the NZSLBT for the benefit of wider 

community. Please share this UPDATE with 

your children and friends so that we all will 

have the opportunity of participating the 

future events with understanding to shorten 

our “Sansara Journey”. 

 
Month of Vesak 

 

 
 
On 27th May 2010, Vesâkha (Pali) or 
Vaisâkha (Sanskrit) or Vesak/ Wesak 
(Sinhala) celebrated the 2554th Buddha 
Jayanthi in all over the Buddhist world to 
remember the birth, enlightenment 
(nirvana) and passing away (parinirvana) 
of Gautama Buddha. The decision to 
celebrate Vesak was formalized at the first 
Conference of the World Fellowship of 
Buddhists held in Sri Lanka in 1950 
although it goes back to King Asoka’s 
period. 
 

This year, Vesak celebrations in Sri Lanka 
have a special significance as this was 
held exactly after a year since the end of 
the civil war. Some of the highlights of 
Vesak include the commencement of 
religious programs in temples all over Sri 
Lanka including the East and North, the 
display electrically lit pandols called  
 

 
toranas illustrating stories from the 550 
Jataka Katha or the 550 Past Life Stories  
 
of the Buddha, lighting of colourful 
lanterns called Vesak koodu signifying the 
light of the Buddha, Dharma and  Sangha, 
food stalls set up by Buddhist devotees 
called dansälas to provide free food and 
drinks to passersby and singing bhakti gee 
or Buddhist devotional songs.  
 

Vesak Celebration at  
Sri Lankaramaya 

 

 
 

Sri lankaramaya began its Wesak 
Celebration by sending Wesak Greetings 
to all devotees and well wishers via e-
mail. 
 
 
 
In preparation for the Vesak week of Sri 
Lankaramaya, a Shramadana was held on 
Sunday the  15th May with the 
participation of large number of devotees. 
The entire temple ground including the 
front courtyard with the pond was 

cleaned, trees were pruned and the lawns 
were mowed. The entire temple ground 
was beautifully decorated bringing with it  
the true spirit of Vesak to Sri 
Lankaramaya. 
 
23rd - "Anusmarana Puja" to pay 
homage and pass on merits to three Sri 
Lankans who passed away recently; Mr. 
Sarath Jayalath Dr. Upali Manukulasuriya 
and Mr. Upali Jayawickrema; for the 
tremendous service they have done to the 
wider community. This was organised by 
the New Zealand Alumni Association of 
University of Peradeniya. A large number 
of devotees participated at the Bodhi 
Pujawa followed by a Dhamma Sermon 
conducted by Ven Udahene Seelaratana 
Thero (visiting monk from Australia). 
24th  - Dhamma Sermon followed by 
Buddha Puja by Ven Pannasiri thero  
25th - Dhamma Sermon followed by 
Buddha Puja by Ven Chandawimala 
Thero 
26th Dhamma Sermon followed by 
Buddha Puja by Walgama Munindawansa 
Nayaka Thero 
27th - Dhamma Sermon followed by 
Buddha Puja by Walgama Munindawansa 
Nayaka Thero. 

 
28th - Dhamma Sermon followed by 
Buddha Puja by Ven Dunuwila 
Meththeyya Thero from Waikato Bauddha 
Madyasthanya, Hamilton) Also, Walgama 
Munindawansa Nayaka Thero conducted a  
mediatation program from 8.00am till 
5.00pm. 
29th - Dhamma Sermon followed by 
Buddha Puja by Ven Pannasiri thero.  
 
30th -  Atasil ï This year Vesak Atasil 

program for adult devotees was 
condunted by Ven Welimada Jinalankara 
Nayaka Thero of Dhamma Gavesi 
Meditation Centre, Wellington. 
 

 
 

 
 
The program commenced at 8.00am and 
continued till about 5.00pm. This included  
meditation sessions and Dhamma 
Sermons and discussions.  
 

 
 
More than 100 devotees observed Atasil 
with another 50 devotees attended to help 
organise this important event, while 
participating in mediatation and listening 
to dhamma sermons. It was truly pleasing 
to see how all these devotees dressed in 
white clads and observed sil silently in the 
beautiful  community hall which is now 
connected to Budu Medura with the newly 
constructed passage.  
 
Ata Sil program  for School Children 

 

http://www.srilankaramaya.org/


In parallel to the adult Sil program, an Ata 
Sil program for young children was held in 
the Fairburn School Auditorium. A large 
number of students participated. The 
program began with a Dhamma talk in 
English by Ven Tenzin Thero of Trashi 
Gomang Buddhist centre, Mangere Bridge  
Aucklnad. This was followed by a session 
of meditation and dhamma talk by Ven 
Pannsiri Thero, where all the children were 
given a clear understanding of the true 
meaning of Vesak and insght into 

Buddhism. 

 
 

 
All the adults and young participants and 
also the oter devotees were provided with 
a delicious mid day vegetarion meal. 
 

Display of Vesak Lanterns ï 
Vesak Koodu 
More than 35 Vesak lanterns were on 
display along the corridor created by 
mainly young children. They all were 
beautifully decorated with different 
colours. In the evening, they all were 
illuminated bringing Vesak atmosphere 
and spirit to the entire temple.  
 

 
 

Sangawasaya 
Development Project 

 

NZSLBT has launched on this meritorious 
project as it was a long felt need for the 
Sri Lankaramaya. With the expansion of 
modern infreastructure facilities, there 
was a great necessity to organise more 
and more relegious programs for the 
spiritual gain of the devotees. It was 
always a problem to provide appropriate 
accomodation facilities for the visiting 
monks. Designing of the Sangawasaya has 
been undertaken by one of our most 
talented young Archiect, Hasith Gamage 
and he has already made two powerpoint 

presentations with regard to this. NZSLBT 
will update you with more information in 
due course. 

 

Tree Planting 
 

 
Planting trees to create a beautiful, 
healthy and peaceful environment is one 
of the most important acts of a man that 
will bring merit day and night (Sanyuktha 
Nikaya/ Devatha Sanyukthiya). 

 
A number of Sri Lankaramaya devotees 
participated at the native tree planting on 
Sunday the 30th May organised by the 
Auckland Regional Council at Hamlings 
Hill, Mount Wellington, Aucklnad. This was 
an excellent opportunity for our devotees 
to commorate Vesak and also to plant a 
tree to remember loved ones. Nearly 3000 
native trees were planted. Participants 
were also able to winess how the deserted 
Hamlings Hill gradully transformed into a 
greener environmnet over a period of 
10yrs. The next tree planting day at 
Hamlings Hill is on Sunday the 27th of 
June 2010. Please contact Mr Rukman 
Wagachchi (Tel: 5252616; 0211426683) 
for more details.  
.  

Sri Mihindu Sunday School 
 

All the children and teachers are now busy 
in practicing for the Poson Bhakthi Gee 
while attending to other education 

programs.  
 

PROGRAM FOR THE MONTH OF  
POSON (JUNE) 2010 

Every Friday from 7.30pm to 9.00pm 
Gilanpasa Buddha Puja and 
Meditation 
Every Tuesday from 7.30pm to 
9.00pm Dhamma Chakka Suththraya  
Sunday 6     8.00am to 12.00am          
Meditation Retreat 
Sunday 13 at 10.00am 
Mr Andrew Coers, Team Leader 
Elephant/Carnivores, Auckland Zoo will 

make a 30 to 45mts presentation on his 
Sri Lanka visit to Pinnawela and 
Udawalave Ath Aturu Sevana. This is 
especially for our children to let them 
know how animal lovers value our 
country, bio-diversity and how our 
children can involve themselves in 
environmental conservation, research and 
engage in a career to preserve 
endangered species. 
Saturday 19   9.00am to 12.00am 
Community Day. Please come and join 
the    volunteer devotees to help keep the 

Temple clean. Please bring a plate to 
share. 
Friday 25 ï Wednesday the 30th Poson 
Kuduwa (Rotating Poson Lantern)  
Sunday 27  -  8.00am      5.00 pm        
Poson Full Moon day Ata Sil Program. 
Bhakthi Gee by children of Sri Mihindu 
Daham Pasala. 
Sunday 27 – Native Tree Planting at 
10.00am at Hamlings Hill, Mt Wellingtion  
 

Future Highlights 
 

ñAlimankadaò on 4th July 2010 

Hollywood Cinema, Avondale. 
Screening “Alimankada”, a prestigious 
Sinhala film as a fund raising event for the 
proposed Sagavasaya for the Venerable 
monks.  

 
Your generous support to make this event 
a success is greatly appreciated. 
 

Two weeks from 7th July 2010 
Visit of  Ven Kassapa  Thero from 

London  to Sri Lankaramaya 
NZSLBT is pleased anounce the visit of 
Ven Kassapa Thero to Sri Lankaramaya to 
conduct a relegious program for two 
weeks.  
  

 
He speaks in Sinhala almost all the time 
and is very fluent. He completes 28 yrs as 
a monk and celebrates 20yrs of 
Upasampada on the 18th June 2010 in 
Sydney. Generally, Kassapa Thero delivers 
two different sermons – 
 (1) the preservation of Buddhism in Sri 
Lanka and the future responsibilities of 
the Sinhalese to meet this need. 
 (2) the deep fundamentals of Buddhism. 
The NZSLBT will bring you more details about 
this program in due course. 
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For any inquiries please contact 
Jt. Secretaries/ NZSLBT: 
 

G.Wadasinghe (wadasinghe@gmail.com) 
D.Madugoda (mdee19@hotmail.com) 
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